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                          IT WAS MID-AUGUST 2009 when John Eddy, ’69, 
UW professor of law and manager of the UW’s Afghan Legal 
Educators Project, was approached by the State Department with 
a request: Help fi ll the void in U.S. support of legal education in 
Afghanistan. More specifi cally, create an Afghan team for the 
Philip C. Jessup International Law Moot Court Competition—
the world’s largest moot court competition.

Scarcity of libraries and books make lecture-based learning just 
about the only option in Afghanistan, and experiential learning is an 
education method sorely lacking in the poverty-stricken, war-torn 
country. The State Department wanted to build goodwill in Afghani-
stan and offer a program that would provide skill training—such as 
clerking—or a moot court competition type of experience that 
would allow students to practice advocacy skills such as lawyering.

Sending a team to the Jessup Competition in Washington, D.C., 
could do just that. Every year students from more than 500 law 
schools and 80 countries travel to D.C. to for the 51-year-old 
competition, which is a simulation of a fi ctional dispute between 
countries before the International Court of Justice, the judicial 
organ of the United Nations. 

Putting together an Afghan contingent to compete in the Jessup 
Competition had been on the radar for the United States Agency 
for International Development but had been nixed when a 
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USAID contract ended earlier that summer. The State Depart-
ment wanted the UW to pick it up.

Why call on the UW? Because, having run programs in Afghani-
stan for years, the UW has extensive knowledge and expertise about 
Afghan legal education. Since 2005 the UW has had a program in 
place designed to help train Afghan law professors and profession-
als—the Afghan Legal Educators Program. But that program focus-
es on professionals and, in part, brings participants to the U.S. to 
study. An in-country program that prepares teams for a moot court 
competition with the cachet of the Jessup would support and pro-
mote legal education in Afghanistan.

Before the UW was even offi cially awarded the grant for the in-
country legal education program, Eddy got to work. The timing 
was tight. The compromis—or statement of the case—would come 
out at the end of September and Eddy still had to fi nd someone 
willing to run the program, for starters. 

That person turned out to be Seattle-based alum Mark Hough, ’71, 
who had experience working with USAID in Afghanistan. Eddy 
wanted to know if Hough had any young lawyers who might be 
interested in spending some time in Afghanistan. “How about an 
old lawyer?” Hough asked.

Their challenge was daunting, with less than a month to establish 
and launch a program, fi nd teams and coaches, all while navigating 
cultural, physical and political landscapes.

And yet, when the program was launched an astounding 100 stu-
dents tried out. And more than 30 participated in one way or another. 

Only a handful of universities in Afghanistan have law programs, 
all of which function at the undergraduate level, and each of which 
has two faculty: Shariah—Islamic law, based on the Quran—and 
Political Science and Law. Typically, students choose one of two 
paths: studying either with Shariah or political science and law fac-
ulty. Shariah students are primarily immersed in understanding 
how Islamic law evolved, where the roots of laws come from, and 
how the law should be applied. Students in the political science and 
law tract typically study how Afghanistan’s civil law—which is 
largely based on Egyptian code, itself based on French legal code—
was derived and codifi ed. Historically, most who are on the path to 

becoming a judge study Shariah. Those interested in diplomatic or 
civil service positions study political science and law. 

In the end, Hough chose teams from three universities to compete 
against each other in a national, in-country competition—the fi rst 
ever in Afghanistan. The fi rst-place team would represent Afghani-
stan in the international competition in Washington, D.C., in March.

For budgetary reasons, they focused on schools close enough in 
proximity to Kabul that the program could be staffed from the capi-
tal. Because they weren’t able to place people in Kandahar or Kapisa 
province, universities in those areas had to be excluded. In the end, 
they fi elded teams from Kabul University, Jalalabad’s Nangarhar Uni-
versity and Al-Biruni University, each within commutable, road-tran-
sit distance from Kabul.

Hough and team also took another radical step and integrated the 
teams with students of the Shariah law faculty and the political sci-
ence and law faculty. While students in both arenas are studying the 
law, for the most part the two academies don’t intermingle, until they 
meet in the real world. Both would get to argue cases and get the kind 
of practical, hands-on legal experience law students in the U.S. get.

After the teams are chosen to compete in the Jessup, they receive 
the compromis and begin work. In the case of Afghanistan, coaches 
also had to give the students broad-brush outlines of international 
law and research tools, such as teaching them what are authoritative 
sources of international law for an internal controversy and where 
to fi nd those sources.

“Teams from some countries would come in with that already un-
der their belt, and they could just focus on the problem,” Eddy says. 
Not true for the Afghans, who study law at the undergraduate level. 

Once up to speed, the students moved into fundamental lawyering 
and learning the facts of the case. The 2010 case centered around the 
right to self-determination and the lawfulness of measures taken to 
protect the economic resources of a country—in this case the imagi-
nary “Windscale Islands,” an archipelago in the Southern Hemisphere 
lying in the “Eden Ocean,” approximately 500 miles due west of the 
fi ctional Republic of Aspatria. The case had real similarities to the 
Falkland Islands controversy, including an argument about new oil 

continued on p. 33


